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DIVINE PROVIDENCE: 7 


HERE are two ways whereby the Aithor of our 
being makes himſelf known unto us, —his word, 
and the operations of his Randy in creation, and 
in providence. Fi 
His word gives us the brighteſt and cleareſÞ dit. 
1 of his character and perfections, and con- 
tains the moſt ample and ſatisfactory revelation of 
his mind and will concerning us, his reaſonable 
creatures. It diſcovers unto us our original forma- 
tion after his own image and likeneſs ; our preſent” 
ſtate of apoſtaſy, depravity and guilt; and ſets be- 
fore us that divine remedy which his infinite wif". 
dom and love have: contrived and. provided, for 
our complete redemption and recovery from that 
ſtate of miſery into which we have brought our- 
ſelves by ſin; ſo that it is able to make us wile' 
unto ſalvation, through faith in Chriſt Jeſus. The 
» works of God, in his making the world, and his go- 
verning it by his all-wiſe and gracious Providence, 
are the confirmation of his word, and deſigned to lead? N 
us, in conjunction with that, to a more enlarged 
acquaintance with» himſelt. The heavens declare 
the glory of God, and the firmament ſheweth his 
handy-work. Day unto day uttereth TY and 
night unto night ſheweth knowledge. „ 2127 
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78 Providence we . JO SPE Y the ſuperin- 
tendance and care of the Almighty over created 


beings ; his furniſhing them with what is neceſſary 
to their ſubſiſtence, preſerving, ordering and di- 


recting them, for this good, and for the mani- 
feſtation of his own glory. It ſuppoſes ſome cer- 
tain ends in view, the choice of proper means for 
the obtaining of thoſe ends, and 5 diſpoſing and 


regulating of the means, ſo that they may effec- 


tually promote the purpoſes intended. 


The providential Kingdom of God is managed N 


and maintained by infinite wiſdom, uncontroula- 
ble power, impartial juſtice, abundant mercy, and 


immutable veracity. Theſe are ſome of the attri- * 
butes of that adorable Being who preſides over.the 


. univerſe, and governs all the creatures which his 
an almighty arm has brought into exiſtence. 


To attempt a formal and laboured proof of the 


doctrine of providence, among thoſe who are not 
at all diſpoſed to call the truth of it in queſtion, 


might ſeem improper. Let us rather ſuggeſt a few. 


hints which may ſerve for the illuſtration of this 
important ſubject, mention a few of the proper- 
ties of God's providential government, and Wempe 
ſome practical improvement of it. 

By a learned and judicious aſſembly, God's 
works of Providence are ſaid to be, his moſt holy, 
wiſe, and powerful preſerving, and governing all 
his creatures, and all their actions. 

To ſuppoſe that events fall out by chance, with. 
out any particular care or ſuperintendency exer- 
ciſed over them, by the great Creator, is to reject 
the dottrine in queſtion. The concluſions which 
naturally ariſe from a denial of the government .of 


Providence are awful. It repreſents the Parent of 


the univerſe as an imperfect — *. de- 
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Be feftive in underſtanding, in power, and in good- 
d ness. And as ſuch, there cannot be a proper foun- 
y dation for our ſupreme love to him, truſt in him. 


wo or dependence upon him. This ſyſtem then muſt 
| ſhock every attentive and pious mind. 
- EF The Almighty cannot be an indifferent Spetta- 

tor of the affairs of that world to which he has given 
being. His goodneſs mult as certainly engage him 
| C manage and direct them, as his wiſdom and 
power muſt enable him to do it in the moſt effec- 
tual manner poſſible. That ſupreme intelligence 


| and love which are preſent to all things, mult go- 
d . vern all. A God without a Providence, doubtlels, 
* implies a contradiction. It is fooliſh to imagine, 
© | that mean and inſignificant creatures are beneath 
S . the attention of the Moſt High. It it was not un- 

f worthy of him to bring them on the ſtage of ex- 
8 iſtence, it cannot be unworthy of him to preſide 
t over them, and take care of their concerns. With 
, reſpect to him, all diſtinctions of high and low in 
* the creation vanyh ; as all beings are infinitely in- 
8 ferior to him. 1 6 | 
- | The laws of nature, as they are called, are no 
t other than the uniform agency of Providence.— 

The notion of a ſelt-ſubſiſting world, borders upon 
$ atheiſm. That adorable Being who formed the 
univerſe at firſt, is every where preſent in it; to 
| it he is moſt nearly related, and with it, in all its 

? parts he has the moſt conftant and active concern. 

; As to ourſelves, our bodies and our ſouls, we 
are aſſured by the word of truth, that the Lord is 
: [MF intimately near to every one of us; for in him we 
| IF live, and move, and have our being. He is the 
| ſource of all vital influence to us. We poſſeſs our 


lives, from the firſt moment of our exiſtence to the 
laſt, by the uninterrupted emanations of his effec- 
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tive and governing Providence. In him we have 
all our powers, and all our activity of motion, 
both in ſoul and body. It is he who enables us to 
form deſigns, and to execute our purpoſes. Nay, 
it is in him that we have our continuance in being, 
from one moment to another. It is his Spirit that 
moves our heaving lungs, or they would heave no 
more. It is from him that we conſtantly receive 
all the advantages, the ſupports, and the comforts 


of our exiſtence, both of the animal and rational 


kind. © | 


The whole creation has a neceſſary dependence | 


on that Almighty Being who is its Author. He is 
the life of it, by whom it is every moment actuated 
and ſuſtained. Material cauſes are no more than 
inſtruments in his powerful hand. All their efficacy 


is derived from him. He is ſo far from being a 
mere ſpettator of what comes to paſs, that were he, 


for one inſtant, to withdraw or ſuſpend his agency, 


confuſion would immediately and univerſally take 


lace, and the whole ſyſtem of nature fall to pieces. 
t is he that actuates and pervades the whole of this 
material world, whoſe inceſſant and unremitting 
energy is the cauſe to which every effect mult ne- 
ceſſarily be traced. There is not a ſingle atom of 
matter on which this energy does not att, nor an 
one living creature with reference to which Provi- 
dence has no concern. | 1 
If a ſparrow falls not to the ground without our 
heavenly Father, much leſs do his children fink 
into adverſity, or ſuffer calamity, without his ap- 
pointment. It appears to be a truth clearly re- 
vealed in the ſcriptures, that whatever evils or 
diſaſters there are in the world, they are only fuch 


as an infinitely wiſe and holy Being was pleaſed io 


admit into it; and they can prevail no farther than 


* 


. 
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he Cook fit to ſuffer them. He can, reſtrain them as 


he pleaſes, and over-rule them for good in. the 


ae. 

The doctrine of Divine Providence ſhould n never 
be taught in ſuch a manner, as to intimate that it, 
deſtroys the free agency of created beings. This 


dofrine, when rightly underſtood, is perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with the liberty of mankind. The preſcience 


of the Divine Being does not change the property 


of things, nor put any bonds of reftraint on the li- 
berty of the human will. But metaphyſical in- 


quiries would be improper in this eflay. U 
Divine wiſdom is manifeſted in the ſtructure of 
every object in the inanimate creation. Among 
the vegetable tribes, we ſee a moſt curious arrange- 
ment in all their parts; a prokuſion of beauty and 


elegance in their ſtructure; the niceſt Workman- 


ſhip, and the moſt aſtoniſhing art and deſign in 
their whole form. Does God ſo clothe the graſs 
of the field, which to-day! is, and to-morrow is 


= caſt into the oven; bas he been thus abundant in 


his wiſdom and fill in the loweſt of his works, 
and can it be ſuppoſed that he is leſs regardful of 


Huis reaſonable creatures? Shall he not much more 


clothe you, O ye of little faith? Conſider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow. They toil not, neither 
do they ſpin; and yet, even Solomon, in all his 
glory, was not arrayed like one of theſe. - _ 
Can that munificent Being, whole hand is ſo 


apparent, not only in every flower of the field, but 


in every leaf of the trees which adorn our hedges, - 
and every ſpire of graſs which. we trample: under 


our feet, can he be inattentive to his — 
creatures? Moſt — they are, in a more 


culiar Wh the i * providemial o care. 
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All vegetable productions derive their kindly-nir- 
triment originally from the liberal hand of Provi- 
dence. Obedient to its laws, the enlivening juices 
aſcend through their proper tubes, and-fermenting 
under the influence of the ſun and the air, are at 
length ſo matured, as to break forth into an endleſs 
variety of buds, leaves, bloſſoms and fruits. Surely 


theſe are the wonderful works of him who, in a 
way of Providence, is the Saviour of all men, 
eſpecially of them that believe; Who waters the 


vineyard of his grace every moment; and, leſt any 
ſhould hurt it, keeps it night and day. 
The conſtant ſucceſſion of vegetables and of ani- 
mals, which 1s kept up in the world, 1s the work 
of Providence, and cannot be completely ac- 
counted for by the mere powers of mechaniſm, or 
their own artificial conſtruction. Every plant, 
every animal 1s a new produttion of Divine Power, 
exerting itſelf with conftant regularity, according 
to the plan firſt fixed and eſtabliſhed by Divine 
Wiſdom. Millions of theſe are continually brought 
into being; they are all the effects of amazing art 
and ſkill; and it is as impoſſible to conceive that 


they ſhould riſe into exiſtence without the imme- 


diate exertion of Divine Power, as that they ſhould 
create themſelves. There is a conſtant adminiſtra- 
tion of Providence through all nature. 


The care of Rrovidence over the moſt weak and 


helpleſs of living creatures, may juſtly excite ad- 


miration. They are inſpired with a ſtrong natural 
attachment to their young. By means of this, they 


nurſe them up with tenderneſs, and ſeem to think 
no pains too great to be taken for them; no danger 
too great to be ventured upon, for their good and 
ſecurity. They careſs them with their affettionate 
notes, put food into their mouths, ſucklg them, 
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cheriſh and keep them warm, teach them to ga- 
ther food for themſelves, and perform the part of 
ſo many nurſes, deputed by the. hand of Provi- 
dence, to aſſiſt ſuch feeble, helpleſs creatures, 
till they are able to ſhift for themſelves. ©”. 

Other animals, whoſe offspring is too numerous 
for the parent's proviſion, are caſt immediately on 
the care of Almighty goodneſs, Yet every one of 

them is particularly furniſhed with what is ne- 
ceſſary for its ſubſiſtence. This is the caſe with the 
various tribes of inſects. „ 

Admirable proviſion is made for ſome of the 
moſt helpleſs creatures, at a time when they muſt 
otherwiſe utterly periſh. The winter is an im- 
proper ſeaſon to afford them nouriſhment, when 
the fields, the trees and plants are naked, and the 
air is chilled with froſt. Providence, at that ſea- 
ſon, lulls them to repoſe, ſo that, without any, in- 


1 convenience to themſelves, they paſs the wintry 
months in a torpid ſtate. All motion of the animal 


2% 
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W juices is ſuſpended. They ſuffer no waſte, and con- 
ſequently need no recruits. The returning ſpring 
& awakens them, and they immediately find every 
thing prepared for their due wpply, and full ſa- 
tisfaction. | 
1 The hand of Providence is apparent i in ee 
T tually adjuſting the balance of the creatures. The 
© terraqueous globe can afford room and ſup ort to 
no more than a determinate number of all ſorts of 
animals. If they ſhould multiply beyond proper 
bounds they muſt ſtarve and die. To keep the 
balance even, Providence has determined the lives 
of all creatures to ſuch a length, and their increaſe 
to ſuch a number, as are proportioned to their uſe 
in the world. The increaſe of huge, majeſtic and 
terrific creatures, is exceedingly imall, that the. 
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univerſe may not be overſtocked with them. On 
the other hand, the increaſe of ſuch as are uſeful 
to man, is tbiind3bt. But a nt balance 1 is alw ays 
wiſely preſerved. 

Providence is to. be ſeen in the regulation of 8 
circumſtances which ſeem to us altogether fortui- « 
tous. The beſt laid ſchemes among men often 
ſtrangely fail of ſucceſs. Incidents, in themſelves 
the moſt trifling, diſconcert them, and bring for- 
ward ſome of the greateft changes which take place Y 
in human affairs. A full proof that Providence 
has the ſecret direction of what appears to us inſig- 
nificant and accidental. There are many devices in 
a man's heart, but the counſel of the Lord ſhall 
ſtand. Nothing appears to be more caſual and con- 
tingent than the falling of a lot; yet, even 1n that 
inſtance, we are taught by divine Iinfpiration, that 
the hand of Providence interpoſes. The lot is 
caſt into the lap, but the whole diſpoſing of it is of 
the — 

We might here enlarge on the Seni 5 journey 
of Abraham's ſervant, when he went to take a wife 


e 
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for his maſter's ſon; the inimitable hiſtory of Jeep? 
the artleſs ſtory of Ruth, with many others, in 
which we find a ſurpriſing concurrence of inci- | 
dents, undeſigned, and unthought of by any hu- 
man being, and yet all tending, in the moſt direct 
way imaginable, to bring forward the great de- 
ſigns of Providence. But no where do we find 
this obſervation ſo fully exemplified, - as in the 
hiſtory of that divine Saviour, on whom all our 
felicity depends, both in this world and that which 
is to come. The circumſtances of his birth, of 
his life and actions, of his ſufferings, of his death, 

and of his reſurrettion, were all foretold in the 
prophecies relating to him; and Providence ſo 
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erdered every thing, that the whole ſeries of divine 
predictions had its accompliſhment. It is needleſs 
to ſelect particular inſtances. The hiſtory of Chriſt 
at large, is a full and clear exemplification of the 
doctrine under conſideration. „ „„ 
= The hand of Providence is ſeen in accompliſhing 
great deſigns by the moſt ſimple, weak, and un- 
&# promiſing means and inſtruments. With a ſhng 
and a ſtone the ruddy ſtripling, David, conquered 
þ the champion of the Philiſtines, and, in ſo doing, 
W vanquiſhed the terror, and revived the hopes of - 
| all Hrael. The lofty and impregnable walls of 

| Fericho fell down to the ground by the ſound © 
ram's horns. Gideon, by earthen pitchers' anc 
lighted lamps, overcame the whole hoſt of the 
Midianites. Moſes wrought wonders in Egypt, 
divided the Red Sea, and brought rivers of water 
out of the flinty rock, by a rod in his hand. Nay, 
more, the redemption of the world was obtained, 
by one who, was deſpiſed and rejected of men, Who 
was treated with every mark oſ ignominy and con- 
tempt, and thought leſs worthy of regard than the 
vileſt malefactor. Yet this is he who hath con- 
quered fin and hell, death and the grave; and 
brought life and immortality to light. This 1s 
he who hath obtained eternal redemption for us, 
and is become the Author of everlaſting ſalvation 
to all them that obey him; who hath waſhed us 
from our ſins in his own blood, and made us kings 
and priefts unto God and his Father, to whom 
lory and dominion are due for ever and ever. 
When the kingdom of the Redeemer was to be 
eſtabliſhed in the world, and nations, the learned 
and the rude, brought into ſubjection to it, who 
were the inſtruments employed? Rabbies, doctors, 
men of renown for philoſophical knowledge, and 
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literary accompliſhments ? Inſtead of theſe, A 
few poor fiſhermen, are ſelected, and appointed to 
the important work, who were counted the filth 
of the world, and the off-ſcouring of all things. 
Before them, Satan fell as lightning from heaven; 


his kingdom tottered to its very foundation. The 


Jord of God, in their mouths, ran, and was glo- 
nfied. A plain ſermon, preached by one of them, 
fall convert thouſands. They were cauſed al- 
ways to triumph in Chriſt, and the ſavour of his 
knowledge was made manifeſt by them, in every 
ed. But the excellency of the power was of 


God, and not of men. EEE | 
Providence affords relief, at many times, in the 
very criſis of need, and in the moment of extre- 
wy At the very inſtant when Haman came in 
to — to his maſter about the death of Mordecai, 
he found the ſcale of things turned, in a ſurpriſing 
manner, in favour of that holy man. The kin 

had been denied the gift of fleep, and to beguile 
the tedious hours, he called for the book of re- 
cords, and was providentially directed to the very 
Page in which were recorded the integrity and 
oyalty of Mordecai. Haman is immediately cal- 
led in, and commanded to ſhew the higheſt marks 
of royal favour towards the man whom he had 
wickedly doomed to an ignominious death. 5 
David, with his handful of men, was juſt on 
the 5 of deſtruction, by the hand of Saul, who 
purſued him with a powerful army. David was on 
one ſide of the hill, and Saul on the other. The 
3 15 almoſt in the teeth of the devouring lion; 
but juſt at the critical moment, a meſſenger ar- 

rives to inform Saul, that there was an invaſion of 
his territories, which required his immediate exer- 
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a ons to ſuppreſs. Saul, on this, leaves Dadid at 
o full liberty to return thanks to God, and fay, .** Our 
h foul is eſcaped as a bird out of the ſnare of the 
8 Fowler; - the ſnare is broken, and we are eſcaped.” 


== When the father of the faithful had obeyed the 
ny ſierious command of the Almighty Sovereign to 
the very laſt act, Providence ſtopped his lifted arm 
from plunging the knife in the throat of the inno- 
ent victim. Abraham! Abraham! Lay not 
ine hand upon the lad, for now I know that 
Wthou feareſt God, ſeeing thou haſt not with-held 
thy Son, thine only Son from me.” Abraham. 
called the name of the place, with the greateſt pro- 
priety, Zehovah-jireh, The Lord will provide; as 
Hit is ſaid to this day, In the mount of the Lord it 
8 ſhall be ſeen. T hat is, in the mount of danger and 
W extremity, it ſhall be ſeen that he will Proviee de- 
liverance. 
Relief is often afforded by Pro in anſwer 
1 1 prayer, fo as to make it evident, that the Go- 
Pernor of the univerſe is a very prelent Helper in 
W: he time of trouble. They who conclude, as the 
| 1 unbelieving Jews did of old, that the Lord bath for- 
ſaken the earth, that he e not, neither regardeth, 
may, conſiſtently with ſuch concluſions, ſay, © It 
is in vain to ſerve him, and what profit ſhall we 
have if we pray unto him?“ But in all ages, thoſe 
W who have feared his name, have fled to him as their 
refuge, and have frequently experienced his imme- 
diate interpoſition in their favour. 

The man after God's own heart, in the midſt of 
his perplexity, occaſioned by Ab/alom's perfidious 
W zebellion, ſupported by the arttul counſels of his 
prime miniſker. prayed to the God of heaven, that 
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he would turn the counſel of Ahluthophel into fool 
iſhneſs. He was immediately heard and anſwered. 


At the prayer of Moſes, the, man of God, the Red | 


Sea was divided; the flinty rock was rent, and 
ſtreams of water guſhed forth, to ſupply the thirſty WM 
tribes of Hrael. He interceded for that rebellious 
people, when they ſeemed devoted to deſtruttion, 


and they were ſpared. While his ſupplicating | | 


hands were lifted up, the 1/rae{ites were protecteq 


and delivered from the power of the Amalckitesj 


Pious Hannah prayed, and obtained the gift of a 
ſon, whom ſhe named Samuel, Aſked of the Lord. 
Mordecai and Eſther ſought God by faſting and 
prayer; Haman tell, and Had was delivered. Ne- 
hemiuah, when his heart was full of trouble, and his 
countenance ſad, even while he ſtood in the pre- 
ſence of the king, his maſter, prayed to the God of 
heaven, and his prayer was ſpeedily anſwered.— 
In a word; Peter was ſhut up in priſon, bound 
with two chains, attended by ſoldiers, and the 


keepers ſtood before the priſon doors, to guard them 


with the utmoſt ſecurity ; but prayer was made with- BH 
out ceaſing of the church unto God for him. By WR 
and by Peter ſtands, at full liberty, knocking at 


the gate of Fohn, whole ſirname was Mark, where 


the pious company were gathered together praying | 
for his deliverance. The Lord is nigh unto all ſuch | 
as call upon him 1n truth, and, in many caſes, his 2 
Providence affords immediate anſwers to their re- 
queſts, 


Rewards and. puniſhments are, in a meaſure, 


diſpenſed to man in the preſent life. Thus we ſee F 


the luxurious glutton, who fares ſumptuouſly every 
day, denied that precious gift of health, which is 
more generally granted to men of temperance and | 
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ſobriety. Remorſe, with. its harpy talons, - hovers 
over the guilty ſons of men, and poiſons and im- 


bitters every enjoyment ; while the peace of God, 


which paſſeth all underitanding, keeps the bea 
and rules the minds of thoſe that love and fear him. 
The paſſions of men, indulged beyond due bounds, 
lead to a dreadful precipice, and plunge thoſe ive 


f ſo indulge them into diſtraction and miſery. Thus 


che man, who is governed by avarice, is often un- 
bappy in the midſt of abundance, and, wallowing i in 
Vcealth, endures, in idea, all the ills of abject po- 
W verty. Ambition, when by toilſome ſteps it has 


8 the dignity to which it eagerly aſpired, finds, 


on the very ſummit of its wiſhes, no reſt for the 
ſoles of its feet. The man of impure deſires, in- 
ſtead of the roſe of pleaſure which he ſecks,. often. 
X graſps the prickly taorn. 


But though vice may ſeem for a While wantonly 


8 to baſk itſelf in the ſunny beams of proſperity, the 
X pompous appearance is perhaps but the ſplendid 

cover of that diftreſs which tears the heart, and. 
Frankles within the boſom. The man of unaffected 
1 piety, on the other hand, while he appears to be 
aſſailed by the chilling wintry blaſts of poverty and 


affliction, enjoys the preſent reward of a peaceful 
conſcience, and with placid reſignation to his lot, 
reliſhes, in his homely fare, the ſatisfaction which 


Z | all the laboured dainties of the rich cannot afford. 


Thus Providence diſtributes to men, according to 


W& their ſeveral characters, rewards = puniſhments, . 
even in the preſent es 


Having thus endeavoured to illuſtrate the doc-- 


X trine, we ſhall now proceed to mention a few of : 


the N ok God's providential government. : 


Bo 
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Providence is wiſe. Infinite wiſdom ſits at the Wl K. 
helm, directing the ſeveral movements of the vaſt WW m 
machine of nature, to accompliſh the propoſed end. th 


The myſterious wheels of God's government are MW d 
full of eyes. His underſtanding is infinite. There 
cannot be the leaſt weakneſs or defect in his ſuper- MF © 
intendency, as there is in that of other rulers. No- WF 7" 
thing of error or miſtake; nothing which the moſt i 
excellent prudence would order otherwiſe. ' Nd = 
want of judgment as to things preſent, or want off 
foreſight as to things to come. For the only wiſe N d 
God and our Saviour has all things paſt, preſent WF " 
and future in his all- comprehending view, in every Wt © 
act of his government. The Lord by wiſdom WF * 
hath founded the earth; by underſtanding hath he 2 
eſtabliſhed the heavens. By his knowledge the 
depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down al 
the dew.” = " 
Providence is univerſal in its operations. It 


claſps at once, in its parental and encircling arm, 
the higheſt arch-angel and the grovelling inſet. Xx 
The wants of all are ſupplied by its bounty. Pro- 
vidence feeds the young ravens when they cry. 
The ſhaggy monſter of the wilderneſs roams after his 
prey, and ſeeks his meat from God. With unſparing Wi 
bounty, every living creature is conſtantly fed with 
food convenient for it. To man, eſpecially, Pro- 
vidence gives all things richly to enjoy. Bread 


ſhall be given him, his water ſhall be ſure. 1 

Of the n of the univerſe it is juſtly ſaid, | j 
that his Kingdom ruleth over all. As there can be WF 1 
nothing too great for his power to controul, ſo there : 


cannot be any thing too mean for his infinite con- E: | 
deſcenſion to notice. While he rules among the 
armies of heaven, and diſpoſes of the empires and 
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kingdoms of this lower world at his pleaſure, the 
moſt inſignificant reptile is the object of his care; 
the ſparrow falls not without his obſervance; and 


the very hairs of our heads are all numbered. 


The creatures which exiſt in the air, on the 


earth, and in the mighty waters, according to their 
various ranks, orders and generations, are aſton- 


iſhingly numerous; yet every one of theſe is the 
care of Providence, and at its diſpoſal. Well may 
we ſay, with wonder, and elevated tranſports of 
delight, O Lord, how manifold are thy works, 
in wiſdom haſt thou made them all; the earth is full 
of thy riches. Let imagination range through the 
wide expanſe of creation, and loſe itſelf in pleaſing 
aſtoniſnment. The armies of heaven, the worlds 
of light which roll in perfect order and harmony 
above our heads, and the vaſt regions of the air, 


the earth and the ſea, are all formed, peopled, ſup- 
ported, preſerved, regulated and ſuſtained by the 
band of Omnipotence. O the depth of the riches 
both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God! How 
unſearchable are his judgments, and his ways. paſt 


finding out! 


My ſoul, with all the pow'rs I boaſt, 
Is in the boundleſs proſpect loſt. 


The ſuperintendence of the Almighty over his 


creatures, extends not only to the more momentous 


concerns of their exiſtence, as ſome have miſtakenly 
imagined, but to the minuteſt circumſtances re- 
lating to it, as our Redeemer himſelf hath taught 
us, in the paſſages we have already cited. 


B 3 


VV 
He ſees with equal eye, as God of all, 
A hero periſh, or a ſparrow fall; 


Atoms or ſyſtems into ruin hurl'd, 
And now a bubble burſt, and now a world. 


It has been jaſtly obſerved in favour of a par- 
ticular Providence, that we cannot conceive of any 

reaſons which can influence the Almighty to ex- 
erciſe any Providence over the world, which are 
not likewiſe reaſons for extending it to all that hap- 
pens in the world. As far as it is confined to ge- 
nerals, or overlooks any individual, or any event, 


it is incomplete, and therefore unſuitable to the idea Wl 


of a perfect Being. 


Some have been bold enough to ridicule the idea 
of a particular Providence, and have raiſed ſeveral 8 
objections againſt it, which are but ſo many proofs 
of their own ignorance and preſumption. We WW; 
ſhould not conceive of the all- ſufficient Jehovah as 
if he were like ourſelves, who are often bewildered Wl 
in a multiplicity of affairs; we ſhould remove all hu- 4} | 
man imperfection from our ideas of him. To infinite 


power and infinite wiſdom all things are alike eaſy. 


It is abſurd, and implies a plain contradiction, to "iy 


ſuppoſe that a Being poſſeſſed of infinite perfection f 


can ever be encumbered or perplexed. 


It is reaſonable to conclude, that if there be one WM 
event in the world, of which all the care is not taken 


that is 72g/ to be taken, the adminiſtration of the 


univerſe is /o far defective; and, let it be ſpoken . 


With reverence, the character of the Author and 
Governor of it is imperfect. But let us aſcribe | 
unto the Lord wiſdom and ſtrength ; let us aſcribe | 
unto him the glory due unto his name. His king- | 
dom 1s an everlaſting kingdom, and of his dominion } 
there is no end. : 
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The ways of Providence are myſterious. Some- 
times we ſee adverſity pouring all its billows over 
the head of him who 1s eminent for piety, and may 
be juſtly numbered among the excellent of the 


earth. But let us remember that God preſides in 
the ſtorm as well as the calm, and often accompliſhes 


the purpoſes of his grace by meaſures which ſeem, 
W in their own nature, pregnant with ruin and deſo- 
lation. He hath his way in the whirlwind. The 
afflicted ſaint, on whom you look with a pitying 
eye, perhaps derives comforts from diſtreſs, and 


= glories in tribulation ; becauſe tribulation worketh 
We patience, and patience experience, and experience 
hope. His mind, which, amidſt unnumbered 
trials and afflictions, is fixed on the ſupreme good, 


3 lively in faith, ardent in love, and fervent in devo- 
tion, might have been inebriated with the enchant- 
ing cup of proſperity, and ſunk into ſupineneſs 
and forgetfulneſs of God. Happy then is the man 
3X whom the Lord chaſteneth, and teacheth out of his 
Providence ordains what comports with our wel- 
fare, though not with our wiſhes, and connects our 
felicity with our woes. The graces which might 


WW wither under too warm a beam, are made to thrive 


| ö and flouriſh in the ſhade, and the happineſs denied 


to proſperous vice, may even be gathered from the 
IF thorn of affliction, through that over-ruling Pro- 
W vidence which cauſeth all things to work together 
for good. | 3 

The line of reaſon is too ſhort to ſound the depths 
of heavenly wiſdom. Let us not preſume to cen- 
ſure the ways of him who always diretts his ſteady 
but myſterious courſe to the end he has in view; 
who, to bring his grand eventful counſels to full 


— 
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maturity, makes things oppoſite in their natures 
harmoniouſly to combine together, that men may 
learn to reverence and adore. him, in his incom- 
prehenſible diſpenſations. The thr eatening ſtorm, 
under his direction, ſhall but drivethe well- freighted MR 
veſſel, with the utmoſt ſafety, into the haven of 1 
eace. Through his over- ruling hand, abaſement 
itſelf ſhall exait, diſgrace ſhall ennoble, and ad- 
verſity be productive of felicity. 1 
The breaſts of Hrael's ſons were filled with un- 

generous and malignant envy towards their younger 
brother. Joſcph, for a dream indicating his future 
dignity, was doomed to feel the dire effects of their 
hatred. The heart of Reuben, moved with tender- 
neſs, deviſed means to prevent the execution off 
his 1 bloody deſigns upon the innocent and 
harmleſs ſtripling. By the direction of Providence 
the Iſhmaelitiſi merchants appear in ſight at the cri- 
tical moment. They purchaſe the young Hebrew, 1 
and convey him, more precious than all their ſpicy Wl 
treaſures, to diſtant chmes. The hope of the aged 4 
patriarch becomes a ſlave in the land of Egypt. For 
a ſhort ſeaſon his woes are alleviated, and the 
gloomy aſpett of bondage begins to wear a ſmile. 
But the proſpect is illuſive; new calamities attend WF 
the exile. He falls a prey, innocent as he was, an 
unpitied prey to the revenge of his wicked miſtreſs. 2 
To the gloom of a dungeon 7o/-ph is conſigned, 
and is there il ei for many long and tedious 9 tun 
years. At length the myſterious web of Provi- an 
dence was gradually unfolded, and wiſdom and 1 ne 
goodneſs ſhone reſplendent th: rough the whole tex-¶ re 
ture. All circumſtances —_— together to rea- dr 
lize the dreams with which Joſæph' had been fa- ou 
voured ſo many years. before. Hatred, bondage, 0 
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calumny, and impriſonment do but prepare the 
| way to honour. The ſcene is quickly ſhifted at laſt, 
The dungeon is exchanged for a throne. The 
= young Hebrew, arrayed in all the dignity of regal 
ſplendour, is ſeated next to Pharaoh. He is ho- 
ME noured through all the land of Egypt, and lives to 
WT cheriſh his father, drooping under a weight of 
years and ſorrows, and to pour into the patriarch's 
W boſom the tears of filial affection and tranſport. 
His brethren, the ſheaves of his dream, ſtand 
round him in amazement, and pay obeiſance to his 
ſheaf. Thus were the myſterious ways of Provi- 
= dence.unfolded. 15 1 

| The infant Mo/es was hid three months by his 
fond parents. But when he could be concealed no 
longer from the. rage of a blood-thirſty tyrant, his 
tender mother expoſed him, in an ark of bul- 
= ruſhes, on the brink of the Mile. Ye mothers, ſay, 
what ſhe muſt have felt on the mournful occaſion. 
cy Of che dear babe, however, the muſt take her 
leave. Behold her flowly receding from the bor- 
ders of the river, and caſting many a tearful glance, 
to ſee what would become of the darling of her 
WT foul. But juſt at the critical moment, Pharaok's 
daughter, under the guidance of Providence, comes 
== down to the river, and to that very place where 


els. | her interpoſition was neceſlary. She ſees the 
1ed : ſtrange depoſit, orders it to be brought, and, 
ous Bl turning aſide the cover, beholds the lovely infant; 


and, that all her tenderneſs might be excited on the 
I needtul occaſion, the babe wept. . A nurſe being 
tex- required, the mother of Moſes is called, and won- 
rea- drous to tell, is paid by the princeſs for nurſing; her 

fa- own child. This Moſes, being inſtructed in all the 
age, wiſdom of the Egyptians, was ordained by Provi- 
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dence to be the deliverer of Tjrae!, and to humble 


| the pride of Pharaoh. 


There are many things in the economy of the d 
Divine Government, which are to us, for the pre- 
ſent, awfully myſterious. We ſee multitudes of 2 


mankind ſaffered to walk in their own ways, and 9 


to live without God in the world. Totally en 4 
flaved by their own vicious diſpoſitions, they are 
unmoved by the terrors of the law, and unaflefted E 


with the grace of the goſpel. They harden them- 


ſelves in folly and fin, and 80 on to make their F 


own deſtruction ſure. | =_ 
Others, who, in a fotves: are e e as nn 


vile and abandoned as the worſt of mankind, are 


called, by divine grace, out of darkneſs into God's 1 


marvellous light; they are freely pardoned, com- WF 
pletely juſtified, and made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. Of ſuch were the polluted 


Magdalene, the once unrighteous and oppreſſive 
Zaccheus, the infamous woman of Samaria, the 
thief on the croſs, and the perſecuting Saul of Tar. 
fus, with eee more, which no man can 
number, who are now advanced to thrones of 


glory. 


glorious light of the goſpel does not ſhine; where 4 
the true God is not known; but men worſhip idols, 


ſtocks. and ftones, the workmanſhip of their own 


hands ; while on 11 55 regions the 8 Sun of rightconh- 1 
neſs riſes, with healing under his wings. 4 

The unequal diſtribution of the good things of 2H 
this life, 1s myſterious, Drives, an enemy of God, 


is cloathed in purple and fine linen, and fares 7 5 
ſumptuouſly every day ; while Lazarus, a favourite 


of heaven, lies at the rich man's gate, toro with 


There are many nations of the nh where the * 
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Tores, and deſiring to be fed with the crumbs which 
Tall from the rich man's table. But the one had 
re- his good things here, the other hereafter. The 
of one, when he died, lifted up his eyes in hell, being 
In torments; the other was carried by angels into 
en- Aralam's boſom. | 

are We are ſhort. ſighted creatures. It is impoſſible 
for us to comprehend the whole plan of Provi- 
1 dence, or to enter into the counſels of an infinite 
Being. It is ſufficient for us to know, that he 
does every thing which it is wiſeſt and beſt for him 
to do, for the glorifying of his own name, and pro- 
WW noting the happineſs of his creatures. 

= The operations of Providence are concealed and 
inviſible to mortal eyes, ſo that we cannot, in par- 


** iP culls cates, determine in what manner they are 
ted Wexcrted, or what are their deſigns. In ſome in- 
ive ſtances indeed, the interpoſitions of the Divine 
the end have been open and viſible; but ſuch inter- 
Ar. poſitions are very extraordinary. To expect them 
cam En common caſes would be fooliſn and unrea- 


; ſonable. 

== There are nicer difficulties in the anda 
of Providence, in reference to which, we muſt, 
1 for a time, remain in the dark. Our: God is in 


1cre BY | 
ols che heavens; he doth whatſoever he pleaſeth, and. 
h 

wh giveth not to mortals an account of any of his 


matters. The volume of his myſterious purpoſes 
ss ſealed, and not ſubmitted to our peruſal, All 


chat our contracted minds are capable of compre- 
od, hending on this ſide the grave, lies within a narrow 


ares ompafs. We are ſurrounded with the miſts of 
darkneſs, of prejudice, and of impurity. Let us 

not indulge an unreaſonable curiofty in en 

te wonderful works of him who id perfect in wi 
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dom. Canſt thou, by ſearching, find out God? 
Canſt thou find out the Almighty to perfection? It 


is high as heaven; what canſt thou do? It is deeper 


than hell; what canſt thou know? The meaſure 
thereof is larger than the earth, and broader than 


the ſea.” 
Wait the great teacher, death, and God adore. | 


The ways of Providence have all a ſpecial ten- 
. dency to promote the welfare of the church. The 
God of our lives is the Saviour of all men, in the 
diſpenſations of his providential wiſdom and good- 
neſs, but eſpecially of them that believe. The di- 
vine Redeemer is not only the head of the church, 
but the head over all things to it; governing, di- 
recting, and over- ruling every event for the ſpiritual 
and eternal advantage of his followers. 

The good work of grace is not unfrequently be- 
gun by means of awakening diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence; and amidſt trials, tribulations and afflic- 
tions, it is carried on, from one degree to another. 
By theſe the followers of Jeſus learn to know them- 
ſelves, the emptineſs, the uncertainty, and the va- 
nity of the world, and the neceſſity and propriety 
of ſetting their affection on things above. Finding 
no reſt on earth, they are brought to ſeek it in 
heaven. Diſappointed in their ſublunary hopes 
and expectations, they look for their whole felicity 
in him whoſe favour 1s life. They are caſt into the 
furnace of affliction, that the trial of their faith, 


which is much more precious than gold which pe- 


riſheth, might be found unto. praiſe, and honour, 
and glory, at the appearance of Jeſus Chriſt. Their 
9-71 5 | | love, 
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love, their hope; their fear, their patience and hu- 
mility, are all brought into exerciſe, promoted 
and improved, by the trying diſpenſations of Pro- 


vidence. Therefore the man of piety has often 


been heard to ſay, * It is good for me that I have 
been afflicted, that I might learn righteouſneſs.” 

The diſpenſations of Providence are righteous and 
equitable. As an inſtance of this, we find that Pro- 
vidence deals with men by way of juſt retaliation. 
The enemies of God and goodneſs are ſometimes 
taken in their own nets, and paid in their own 
coin. Into the pit which they have digged for 
others they themſelves are ſeen to fall. 

Thus guileful Haman was intent on the deſtruc- 
tion of Mordecat, and erected a gallows for him, 
fifty cubits high. But, by the hand of Providence, 
the life of upright Mordecai was ſecured, and the 
proud and malicious Haman hanged in his ſtead, 
on the very gallows which he himſelf had pro- 
vided for Mordecai. The ſtory at length is highly 
intereſting, and ſerves to illuſtrate the point in 
queſtion, _ #67 2166 1 5 

In the place where Naboth's blood was ſhed, by 
the order of 7ezebel, the dogs licked the blood of 
that infamous woman. By the command of Pha- 
raoh, the male children of the T[/raehites were 
drowned; he himſelf, his chief men, and all 
the glory of Egypt periſh in the Red Sea. All 
this is conformable to the declarations of the divine 
word; With what meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be 
meaſured to you again. The Lord 1s known by 
the judgment which he executeth; the wicked is 


ſnared in the work of his own hands.” 


Of the righteous governor of the world we may 
well ſay with the prophet, © He is a rock, his 
5 „ | 
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work is perfett, all his ways are judgment; juſt 


and right is he. Clouds and darknefs are round 


about him, but juſtice and judgment are/the habita- 


tion of his throne.” 
'The diſpenſations of Providence -are all ordered 


according to tlie eternal purpoſe of him WhO worketh 


all in all. If we believe the teſtimony of his own 
word, we muſt be perſuaded of this. For we are 
there aſſured that he worketh all things according to 
the counſel of his own will. | 


We ſhall only add, as to this part of our ſubject, 


that it ſeems pretty evident, from the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures, that God is pleaſed to employ the inſtrumen- 


tality of angels in accompliſhing ſome of the de- 
ſigns of his Providence. But as theſe ſubordinate 


agents are to us inviſible, it is impoſſible to tell 


how far their inſtrumentality extends. Of this, 
however, we may be certain, that they all act, in 
every inſtance, under the ſuperintendency of the 


Supreme Being. They are his miniſters to do his 


leaſure. in 
We ſhall cloſe with ſome practical hints, by way 


of improvement. 


Let us acquieſce in the diſpoſals of Providence, 
and be content with the lot aſſigned us. Were the 


world under the government of neceflity or of 
chance, we might juſtly be diſquieted. But the 
Lord reigneth. Almighty power, in conjunction 
with unerring wiſdom, and infinite goodneſs, will 
manage all our affairs, and order every thing for the 


| beſt.” If poverty and adverſity are appointed for 


us, Jet us never indulge a repining thought, but 
ſubmit to them with becoming refignation, as the 
allotments of unerring Providence. | 

Let us give up our own wills to the will of our 
Maker and Governor, carefully ſuppreſling all ſo- 
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ficitude about what may befal us in this imperfect 


Hate, and never eagerly wiſh to enjoy any thing 


which Providence is pleaſed to deny us, or to be 
exempted from thoſe trials which are allows to us, 
for the promotion of our beſt intereſts. Let us bid 
welcome to all events; even to diſappointment, 
to diſeaſe, and to death itſelf, ſince Jehovah reigns, 
and his eternal wiſdom and mercy preſide every 
where, and rule over all. 

Let us view the fulfilment of the ſacred. ſcrip- 
tures, by the diſpenſations of Providence. We 
find, in the inſpired writings, many predictions of 
events very diſtant from the periods when thoſe 
predictions were delivered. It is of great utility 
to mark the accompliſhment of them. By ſo doing, 
our faith in divine revelation will be confirmed. 
The diſperſion of the Zews, the general corruption 
of chriſtianity by popiſn luperſtition, and the fall 
of antichriſtian tyranny, are events frequently and 
clearly foretold. While theſe circumſtances take 
place, under the ſuperintendency of Providence, 
exactly according to what is written by the pro- 
phets, we know that thoſe holy men of old ſpake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. Provi- 
dence gives a ſatisfactory comment on thoſe myſte- 
rious preditions, which could not otherwile be 
underſtood. | 

Let us learn to truſt in Diving Prov Ye: for all 
we need, with unſhaken confidence. The prac- 
tical belief of it ſhould ſo operate on our hearts, as 
to render us calm and ſerene in all conditions. No 
perplexing fears, no anxious, deſponding ſolicitude 
ſhould poſſeſs our boſoms; ſince whatever may 
happen to us, we are under the protection of in- 
finite power, the watchfulneſs of unbounded wil- 
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dom, and the care of ſovereign mercy and good- 
neſs. While we are attentive to the path of duty, 
and the rules of prudence and diligence, we have 
all poſhivle encouragement to truſt Providence for 
whatever we need, and to caſt all our care upon 
him who careth for us. A pretended truſt in God, 
unconnected with proper exertions and activity in 
the way of duty, 1s preſumption. But truſt in the 
Lord, and do good, dwell in the land, and verily 
thou ſhalt be fed. The notion of a ſuperintending 
Providence does not exclude, on our part, the 
vigorous uſe of proper and appointed means. The 
means are included as neceſſary to the end. 

It is the will of Providence that ſeed-time and 
harveſt ſhall not ceaſe; but if the huſbandman, un- 
der a pretence of truſting Providence, ſhould expect 
to gather in a plentiful crop, without the neceſſar 
culture of his grounds, he would find himſelt diſ- 
appointed ; and every one would cenſure his con- 
fidence and conduct as ridiculous, inconſiſtent and 
abſurd. The certainty of Hezekrtah's recovery from 
his ſickneſs, did not render the uſe of the remedy 
appointed for that purpoſe unneceſfary ; neither did 
the aſſurance given him, of living fifteen years 
longer, imply that he had no need to take any care 
about the preſervation of his life and health. 

Truſt Providence while you are diligently at- 
tentive to the duties incumbent upon you. 

Let us look up, by conſtant, humble and fer- 
vent prayer, for the guidance, the protection, and 
the various bleſſings of Providence. God is in- 
timately preſent with us every moment, to obſerve 
all our thoughts, to know all our wants, and to diſ- 
poſe of all the circumſtances of our exiſtence, 
Whatever falls out he can over-rule to our ad- 
vantage, and grant ſuitable anſwers to all our re- 
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queſts. Nothing can be more proper than that we 
ſhould entreat his favour with our whole hearts, 
ſeek his, protection, fly to him in every danger, 
requeſt aid for the accompliſhment of our 
Jaudable deſigns, and aſk of him our daily bread. 

Let the hand of Providence be conſtantly ac- 
knowledged by us. Let us ever keep in mind the 
care of the =; ara over us, and maintain a deep 
ſenſe of it upon our hearts from day to day. Let 
us, in all our undertakings, look to him for ſuc- 
ceſs. Let us, in all our ways, acknowledge him, 
and he will direct our paths. We are prone to 
neglett this. God is ever near us, and yet we diſ- 
regard the operation of his hand. He is in every 
breath we draw, and in every thought we conceive, 
and yet we are prone to forget him. His power 
is as much diſplayed in thoſe events which are com- 
mon, as in thoſe which are more extraordinary. 
By the latter we are rouſed and affected, but of tRe 
former we ſeldom take notice as we ought., Let 
us labour to acquire a habit of carrying up our 
views to Providence, on all occaſions. 

It is criminal and impious to terminate our views 
on the objects of ſenſe, and forget the Almighty 
hand renn upholds us, and provides all for us, 
and to aſcribe to 1 to fortune or to fate, all 
the good or the evil which attends us. 

Let us rejoice in the privilege of being under the 
| wile and merciful government. of God. Within 
the embraces of his arms we are always ſafe. * Con- 


* For this, and 95 eral other remarks, the author 
of this eflay acknowledges himſelf indebted to a 
Diſſertation on Prov idence, N the late learned Doc- 
tor Price. | | 
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fiding in his care, we ſhall not only be freed from 
danger, but from ſolicitude and anxiety. To ex- 
empt us from that care, the weight of which we 
are not well able to ſuftain, he 1s willing to take 
it upon himſelf. * Caſt thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he will ſuſtain thee.” Surely we ſhould 


"NH it a peculiar felicity to be under ſuch a gra- 


cious and condeſcending Governor, who 1s ready 
to bear and manage all himſelf, and would have 
nothing to lie on his ſubjetts tothe weight of which 
their powers are unequal. He even counts it a 
diſhonour done to him, when we are ſolicitouſly 
anxious about thoſe things which he has undertaken 
to regulate and manage for us ; becauſe this anxiety 
implies, in its very nature, cither that the Lord 1s 
not able, or not willing to order what concerns us 
for the beſt, and as it ſhould be ordered. 
When M-landhon was extremely ſolicitous about 
the affairs of the church, in his day, Luther ad- 
moniſhed him in thefe terms; Let Philip no longer 
take upon himſelf the government of the world.” 
The government of church and ſtate is upon the 
ſhoulders of our omnipotent Redeemer; and he is 
ſufficient for it. He will order every thing better 
for us than we could do for ourſelves. The good 
ol his ſubjects is always kept: in view, in his various 
diſpenſations; and this is ſo happily connected 
with his own glory, that whatever advances his ho- 
nour, tends to promote their happineſs. Let us be 
thankful, then, that we are under his paternal care. 
* Rejoice in the Lord, O ye ſaints of his. Say 
among the heathen, that the Lord reigneth. Let 
the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad. For 
he ſhall judge the poor of the people, he ſhall ſave 
the children of the needy, and ſhall break in pieces 


tue oppreſſor. He ſhall deliver the n. when he 
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crieth; the poor alſo, and him that hath no helper. 
- He ſhall redeem their ſoul from deceit and vio- 
lence; and precious ſhall their blood be in his 


ſight.” | 
Let us wait the iſſue of Providence. We are now 


perhaps toſſed on a tempeſtuous ocean; the waves 


and billows of affliction ſeem to threaten our de- 
ſtruction; but let us have patience a little while. 


Our Almighty Preſerver fits at the helm. He, who 


holds the winds in his fiſt, and the waters in the 
hollow of his hand; has the ſole direction and ma- 


nagement of that voyage of life Which ſeems to us 


ſo full of danger. Under his inceſſant inſpection 


and wiſe governance, our little bark will be guided 
ſafely into the port of peace; and then we ſhall 


look back on all his dealings with us, with admira- 
tion, aſtoniſhment and gratitude; and fee that he 
has done all things well. The whole ſcene of his 
providentiat diſpenſations will be opened to our 


wondering eyes, and we ſhall ſee that every thin 


has been ordered for the beſt. We hall ſee that 
all his dealings with us have been full of wiſdom, 


faithfulneſs and love. Thou ſhalt remember all 


the way which the Lord thy God hath led thee, to 


humble thee, to prove thee, and to know. what 


was in thine heart.“ 


Have patience for a ſhort ſeaſon, and every dark 
cloud ſhall be diſpelled. Reſt ſatisfied, that though 


clouds and darkneſs are round about him, yet juſtice 
and judgment are the habitation of the Almighty's 


throne, He fays to you, amidſt your preſent per- 


plexities, What I do thou knoweft not now, but 


thou ſhalt know hereafter.” By and by you ſhall 


ſee, that your heavieft afflictions were of the num- 


ber of your greateſt mercies. What appeared no- 


thing but confuſion and diforder, to the feeble and 
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erring eye of ſenſe, ob will perceive to have been 
all harmony and periett regularity. The very cir- 
eum ſtances concerning which you have too raſhly 
ſaid, in the gloomy hour of deſpondency, « All 
- theſe things are againſt me,” you will clearly ſee 
have wrought together for your higheſt good. The 
Lord will then bring you forth to the clear light of 
unclouded and celeſtial day, and you ſhall behold 
his righteouſneſs, the equity, the propriety, and the 
wiſdom of his whole conduct. The things which 
now occaſion your deepeſt ſorrow, will then excite 
your loudeſt ſongs. | 
Great advantages reſult from an attentive and 
humble obſervation of the diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, reſpecting ourſelves, our families, and the 
religious ſocieties with which we may ſtand con- 
netted. As ſuch, we think it highly proper for 
thoſe, who have ability and opportunity, to preſerve 
written memorials of ſome, at leaſt, of the moſt 
remarkable interpoſitions of the divine hand in their 
favour. Such memorials might be of ſervice to 
themſelves, when new ſtraits and difficulties attend 
their path. It is true, the things which deeply 
affect us are not eaſily forgotten ; but we all know, 
that our recollection of paſt deliverances often fails 
us, when we are under the immediate preſſure of 
ſome heavy calamity. Nor will ſuch records of 
God's dealings with us be uſeful to ourſelves alone, 
but, it is highly probable, they may prove benefi- 
cial to others, when we are numbered with the dead. 


Thy ways, O God, are in the ſea, 
Thy paths we cannot trace; 

Nor comprehend the myſtery 
Ol thine unbounded grace. 
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'Tis but in part, we know thy will, 


We bleſs thee for the ſight; 
When will thy love the reſt reveal 


In glory's clearer light? 
- Here the dark veils of fleſh and ſenſe 


Our captive ſouls ſurround ; 
Myſterious deeps of Providence, 


Our wond'ring thoughts confound. 


When we behold thy awful hand, 
Our earthly hopes deſtroy ; 


In deep aſtoniſhment we ſtand, 


And aſk the reaſon why. 


As through a glaſs, we dimly ſee 
The wonders of thy love; 

How little do we know of thee, 
Or of the joys above. 


When will the day of perfect light, 
The happy morn ariſe, 


That ſhall remove the ſhades of night 


From our beclouded eyes? 


With rapture ſhall we then ſurvey 


Thy Providence and grace, 
And ſpend an everlaſting day 
In wonder, love and praiſe. 
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